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GENERAL THINK TANK INFORMATION 
 

Housed within the specially refurbished Victorian Wing of the Ipswich Museum 
and Art School Gallery, the Pacitti Company Think Tank is a building-based 
resource for the ongoing exploration and study of live performance and radical 
praxis. Pacitti Company welcomes broad audiences at the Think Tank, to a 
curated rolling programme of local, national and international events. These 
activate thinking and discussion around live art, performance and wider cultural 
topics. The Think Tank offers accessible, affordable public events, led by artists 
and experts from a range of diverse fields. These events and sessions are 
recorded by various means, so that a cumulative body of research and 
knowledge extends beyond the experiences of those present, into territories that 
serve researchers, students, archivists, practitioners and policy makers. 

 
 
CONDITIONS OF USE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
 

This document has been made public to aid individuals in their own study and 
research. It has been shared in good faith that it will not be used for commercial 
purposes or exploited for financial gain. We strongly advise you not to plagiarise 
any materials used within this document, and the intellectual property of the 
authors will be defended vigorously if the need arises.    

 
All opinions expressed in material contained within this document and those of 
the authors and artists and not necessarily those of the publishers. Every effort 
has been made to trace all copyright holders but if any have been inadvertently 
overlooked please let us know via the address below. 

 
The Think Tank programme and Past Events Resource are produced in house as 
initiatives of Pacitti Company. www.pacitticompany.com 
 
For any further information please contact thinktank@pacitticompany.com  
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FATTY & BUTCH SESSION NOTES 
ROBERT PACITTI 
 
CONTEXT: FATTY & BUTCH forms part of TABOO, an ongoing Think 

Tank strand exploring the edges of obedience and culture. 
 
LOCATION & DATE: This Salon took place at the Pacitti Company Think Tank in 

Ipswich on Wednesday 21 August 2013. 
 
MARKETING COPY: Join Artists Katy Baird and Lucy Hutson as they discuss the 

ins and outs of creating solo autobiographical work that 
plays with risk, taboos and the politics of the body. Topics 
covered will include:  webcams, inappropriate emails and 
how to make your own strap-on. 
 
Lucy Hutson is interested in making work that questions 
human nature. Her work has been shown as part of SPILL 
National Showcase and programed for City of Women 
festival (Slovenia). Katy Baird is a London based artist and 
activist who often finds herself in uncomfortable situations 
of her own making. Katy is also the coordinator at the Live 
Art Development Agency. 
 

EVENTS FORM: Robert Pacitti introduced the artists and themes of the 
event, followed by presentations from each of the artists, 
then a public conversation between everyone present. 

 
THESE SESSION NOTES: These notes are taken from pen and ink writings authored 

by Robert Pacitti during the event. They are therefore 
subjective and selective. They aim to give a sense of event 
content rather than a full transcript of everything that was 
presented and discussed. If citing these notes in any way, 
you should credit this context, Robert Pacitti and the 
artists.    
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This session took the form of an hour-long talk by Lucy and Katy, accompanied by a 
PowerPoint presentation, and video segments from their respective work and interests.  
 
On the table in the Middle Room of the Think Tank were two parts of a strap on dildo 
that they used to have when they were a couple – the leather strap part was laying at 
one end of the table, and the dildo part was displayed inside a large glass fish bowl. 

 
 
THE PRESENTATIONS 
 
 

1. Lucy and Katy talk about becoming a couple and buying their first strap on. They 
are clear that the strap-on is distinct from being a penis and assert it is not a 
penis replacement. They deliberately chose a marbled bright green and white 
one to this end. 

 
2. They then show a video of an intervention work at G8 in Scotland.  A performer 

wears a suit and an animal mask, dancing in front of riot police, when the pair 
were both part of M.U.F.F. (Monkey United Freedom Force). 

 
 

** Robert Question: is there is a direct relationship between this and the 
tactics of the Guerilla Girls? 

 
 

3. They spoke about keeping the strap on clean in salted water and buggered it up. 
They got a third off a replacement one from the shop, Ssshh. 

 
 

**  Robert Question: You worked with famed performance group La Pocha 
Nostra - how was that? 

 
 

4. Kinetic Aesthetic became their second collective worked on a private owned 
street, asking people should it be renamed ‘Honda Boulevard’ or ‘Budweiser 
Boulevard’. 
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5. Is it criminal to sleep?  Lucy met a 12—year old street sleeper who taught her 

how to sleep in public as if looking awake, as it is illegal to sleep in public in 
Canada. The performance involved mattresses strapped to backs to enable 
sleeping, in pyjamas and wearing black eye sleep masks. 

 
 

**  Robert Question: When did you become interested in galleries and 
theatres? Was the interventionist approach an independent tactic, or in 
any way about either rejecting or a lack of access to those types of 
venues? 

 
 

6. Tonight salon reunites the strap-on since 2007. 
 

7. On Taboo:  
 

For Katy, ‘As an ex-squatter, ex-sex worker, and fat hairy lesbian, exploring 
taboos through performance can act as a mirror for ourselves.’ 
 

8. On Taboo:  
 

For Lucy: She is active in the WI, but doesn’t invite those women to her live work.  
She talked about using semi-dressed model for life drawing being more 
provocative than a dressed model. Also the women of the group were wilder 
than unexpected.  

 
A boy in a playground asked Lucy to give herself a boy’s name she said 
“Stanley” 
 
Discussed not asking other WI women to see performance work, as it often 
explores not being a woman, or not wanting to be. 

 
9. Katy: Used to masturbate for web cams for money and discussed issues that 

came up around this from other queers and feminists. Cam 4 is a version of this 
for live art audiences, with a price negotiated at £ per minute.  

 
She started by Googling ‘How to become a web cam sex worker?’ 
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The aim is to get people to go into a one on one private chat and that’s when 
they pay. 

 
Double penetration is by far most popular choice. She once got vibrator lost up 
her arse – a tricky time. Requests included bestial and incest requests declined. 
Always tried to start slow as 20 minutes is quite a long time for self-penetration. 
It’s bad money but double bar wages. 

 
10. Katy felt her physical being challenged by dominant stereotype of bodies in sex 

industry. 
 

11. Lucy talked about her “flower pot honey pie” male vampire in a second life. But 
the gender limitations are inbuilt, even though the whole set-up is one of 
reconstruction/recreation. 

 
“Charges for intimacy are high…” 

 
Then worked using “match.com” to try and create an undefined gender profile. 
The profile was deactivated in less than an hour, as Lucy enrolled as a ‘woman’ 
but added two pictures of herself with false facial hair. 

 
12. Katy: On web cam sometimes felt uncomfortable with the language men 

sometimes used, around lesbians, women, and her concern was that the men 
may take the “language of fantasy” back out into reality. 

 
She wondered whether her experiences as a larger younger self that didn’t get 
attention, was then “performing or playing that out later”. 

 
“The work is not about shock, but rather tenderness, labour and what we do for 
work.” 

 
13. Lucy put “Honey pie” on Grindr with a gender ambiguous image, got addicted 

and bought a year subscription. She’s not into ones that want to chat about life; 
she’s only into the ones that want to have sex. 

 
(Robert and Lucy then read a real Grindr exchange transcript to the group) 

 
14. Lucy tries to then meet them. Lucy is working on a new show Grindr verses 

Women’s Institute. 
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PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 

15. Salon attendee:  What about critical responses? 
 
Katy: In the early work we thought a lot about impact as the 

works were about trying to make a difference. 
 

16. Salon attendee:  How does documentation figure in your work? 
 
Lucy:  Spoke of a ‘focus group’ element within her work If You 

Want Bigger Yorkshire Puddings You Need A Bigger Tin, 
where filming women family members becomes the 
eventual work. 

 
17. Salon attendee:  Over time the document changes, they’re not timeless, the  

document changes with different frames and places. 
 

18. Salon attendee:  On Autobiography: How do you sift through material and  
decided if it’s self-indulgent tosh or if it has a point? 
 

Katy: It’s the stuff that’s burning that’s important and it’s really 
crucial to get your stuff looked at externally. 

 
Lucy:    Get it all out first and don’t self-censor, then review it. 

 
19. Salon attendee:   But do you always own it, and do you tell the people who  

are implicated? 
 

Lucy:  On not inviting the WI: That’s the place for that version of 
myself and until I don’t need that I don’t want to break it.  

 
Katy:  Around taboos and mirrors and negotiating the camera 

work, she spoke about the challenges of this space and 
also that it’s about work and work is always exploitative. 

 
READ MORE ON THIS EVENT IN THE THINK TANK WORKBOOK, 
AVAILBLE FROM THE PACITTI COMPANY WEBSITE. 
 


