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AN ARTIST IN SEARCH OF A FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGIST 
GIOVANNA MARIA CASSETTA !
My name is Giovanna Maria and I am interested in all things forensic, as an artist 
in search of a forensic psychologist I am reminded of the six characters in search 
of an author by Luigi Pirandello, Absurdist Theatre and my journey is an absurdist 
one to say the least. When relaying the events, I have been talking to myself out 
loud. To those who over hear it appears to be a case of this artist needs to see a 
psychologist and not of the forensic kind. So events to date. “Dear diary yet 
another yes, this sounds great fantastic but, I’m busy try these people” and this 
continued proving to be the tone of my search.  !
What I would like to talk about is what I have learnt about forensic psychology 
relating to witness statement testimony.  !
The importance of questions being asked in an aggressive manner  
It is the way questions are asked an illustration of this is how you are treated as a 
witness and I found myself in this position. I will refer to this incident as “The 
One Bang” - I then relate a story from memory of the following incident I had 
witnessed whilst working at a juvenile prison this is an example about how a 
memory can be called into question and false implantation can take place as a 
result of being questioned in an aggressive manner - I witnessed two young men 
assault another young man. I left the room to fetch some work from a cupboard. 
I have a good visual memory and can remember exactly where everything is in 
that to this day. The desks with the Macs are lined up as you enter the room on 
the left hand facing wall. Opposite this wall is a large window with my table and 
chair in front of it.  On entering the room the three young men sit down at the 
MACs. The cupboard is situated outside the room next to the large window 
looking into the room. I had an unobscurred view and clearly saw the two young 
men delivering one blow each to the other young man, he went down, with 
“One Bang”. As soon as I realised what was going on I pressed the alarm. A 
week later I had to attend a nicking (an internal court hearing for offences 
committed in prison, that is dealt with by the prison governors) as one of the 
young men pleaded not guilty, it was my word against his. During the nicking I 
had to sit opposite the young man on a black leather sofa. No eye contact was 
made with the accused. I was questioned, about what I had witnessed and how 
could I be so sure at what I had seen, Are you sure? Are you sure? This went 
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on for what seemed to be an age and for a split second, maybe more I began to 
doubt if the incident had taken place. Leaving the room I felt shaken by the fact 
my memory of the event may or could have let me down. An officer later spoke 
to me, he stated the following “You did see that assault take place, the two boys 
involved were boasting about it on the wing and one of the boys was showing 
the damage the blow he inflicted on the other young man, had done to his 
knuckles.” I had doubted myself and in this situation it can be dangerous. Once 
a seed of doubt has been planted, answering further questions is problematic.  
Working in a prison I see violent and aggressive acts, for self preservation I have 
to put a veil between what I have witnessed and my emotional well being other 
wise it would be to hard to return to the “real world.” If you find yourself in court 
giving evidence to an event witnessed, it is important not to doubt what you 
have seen and believe in your memory as nine times out of ten it will be correct.   !
The problem with eye witness statements  
The two biggest problems with eye witness statements as identified in a BBC 
Report dated August 24th 2005 are as follows: “Eye witnesses can focus on a 
gun to the exclusion of other events” and “If there are two people witnessing a 
crime it is very likely that you are going to ask the person next to you or say I 
can’t believe what just happened” - Dr Fiona Gabbert.   !
I would like to add a third to this stress, when witnessing a crime it is stressful for 
the witness and therefore there could be a tendency to focus on one aspect. If I 
pull out a gun and pointed it at you (G pulls out a Gun and aims it at spectators 
whilst speaking) then the chances are that you will only remember the gun and 
not what I look like or recall what I am saying.   !
The strongest memory will be that of the gun. This is known as “The Weapon 
Focus Effect” Andrew Roberts states “If you are watching an event where 
someone is brandishing a gun you don’t recall as much information.”  !
In all witness statement testimony there are distorting factors. I have mentioned 
stress, the presence of a gun and conferring with others. The others are leading 
questions, media coverage and misinterpretation, but these can be left to 
discuss for another time. I am still an artist searching for that elusive forensic 
psychologist and when I finally meet them, I would be more than happy to 
discuss my findings with you or maybe, just maybe not, retaining which was 
elusive, exclusively for myself. !
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