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GENERAL THINK TANK INFORMATION 
 

Housed within the specially refurbished Victorian Wing of the Ipswich Museum and Art 
School Gallery, the Pacitti Company Think Tank is a building-based resource for the 
ongoing exploration and study of live performance and radical praxis. Pacitti Company 
welcomes broad audiences at the Think Tank, to a curated rolling programme of local, 
national and international events. These activate thinking and discussion around live art, 
performance and wider cultural topics. The Think Tank offers accessible, affordable 
public events, led by artists and experts from a range of diverse fields. These events and 
sessions are recorded by various means, so that a cumulative body of research and 
knowledge extends beyond the experiences of those present, into territories that serve 
researchers, students, archivists, practitioners and policy makers. 

 
 

CONDITIONS OF USE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
 

This document has been made public to aid individuals in their own study and research. 
It has been shared in good faith that it will not be used for commercial purposes or 
exploited for financial gain. We strongly advise you not to plagiarise any materials used 
within this document, and the intellectual property of the authors will be defended 
vigorously if the need arises.    

 
All opinions expressed in material contained within this publication and those of the 
authors and artists and not necessarily those of the publishers. Every effort has been 
made to trace all copyright holders but if any have been inadvertently overlooked please 
let us know via the address below. 

 
The Think Tank programme and Past Events Resource are produced in house as 
initiatives of Pacitti Company. www.pacitticompany.com 
For any further information please contact thinktank@pacitticompany.com  
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THE LONG TIME – Where the Water Takes Us 
LUKE PELL 

 
Our bodies are mostly water, so is the planet. But what is our relationship to this strangest 
of substances? Artist Luke Pell and his collaborators invite you to share a conversation 
about our experiences of being with, and living beside, bodies of water. New Artistic 
Director of DanceEast Brendan Keaney also brings his own thoughts on fluidity and 
choreography to the table. 

Luke Pell and collaborators open up a conversation about our very individual 
relationships to water as part of the early stages of research and development for a new 
vein of work. The Think Tank will be used as an opportunity to broker exploratory 
conversation and invite diverse perspectives on the project and it’s potentials. 

As dance/movement/choreographic artists attending to notions of otherness, 
collaborative and participatory practices the conversation may also speak to these 

concerns: 

 • Legibility of non-normative bodies in dance / a different kind of dance and 

dancing  

 • The choreographic, beyond the stage  

 • Loss / perceptions of loss / trauma in the body, in the land  

 • Ethics of participatory practices  

 • Collaborative research processes  
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PLANNED STRUCTURE  
 

• Brief intro to all artists – summaries of work; 
 
  Speaks to the notions of the in-betweenness, legibility of ‘tiny’ dances/choreographies 

we are concerned with, a different understanding of dance, dance as an act of 
transformation, as an intelligence – modes of doing, being, thinking 

 
• Brendan Keaney talks about /plays Bridie Gallagher extract as segue into personal 
relationships to water; 

 
‘What water meant to me’ surfacing focuses of Movement – Metaphor - Memory taps 
into heritage, crossings, the promise of the other, leaving homeland, a ‘better’ life  

 
• Artist each talking about connections with water in relationship to own artistic 
preoccupations; 

 
  Conduit between this world and next, when words fail, the in-between, a space of 

longing, romanticism, necessity, sickness/health, memory, homeopathy 
 

• Discussion of early field research in Dungenness; 
 
 Finding choreographic scores, tuning, mapping, gathering materials, 
 approaches to interrogation, ‘loudness of environment’ 

 

• Drawing together of this notion of metaphor as bridge; 
 

How can metaphor bridge experience? 
 
Water as this individual and universal thing, our beginning to find a shared 
language and interest in finding a shared language with different 
communities of people, invitations to memory that aren’t here right now 
 

• Role of dramaturge in research process 
 

• Next phase – arranging materials 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PACITTI COMPANY THINK TANK 
 

PAST EVENTS RESOURCE  

 

© 2014 Pacitti Company, individual authors & artists. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be 

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission from the publishers: 

Pacitti Company, The Victorian Wing, High Street, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 3QH. UK 

 

ARTIST BACKGROUND 

Luke Pell makes and curates work in the fields of dance, theatre and live art. Noticing 
threads that weave between people and place. Fascinated by detail, nuances of time, 
texture, memory and landscape. He creates 
intimate encounters, poetic objects and environments that attend to notions of alterity, 
periphery and community. Alongside his own projects he collaborates with other artists 
and organisations imagining alternative contexts for performance, participation and 

discourse that might reveal wisdoms for living. 

www.lukepell.org 

COLLABORATORS 

Liz Atkin is a visual artist based in London. Skin is her primary source for corporeal 
artwork. Physicality underpins he creative practice, using her skin as a soft canvas and 
terrain for imaginative transformation and healing. It's a personal investigation 

exploring body focused repetitive 

Behaviour, Compulsive Skin Picking dominated her life for more than 20 years, but 
through a background in dance and theatre, she confronted the condition to harness a 
creative recovery. Atkin creates intimate artworks, photographs and performances, and 
aspire to de-stigmatise the illness, raise awareness and advocate recovery through 

public talks, residencies and exhibitions. 

www.lizatkin.com 

Kitty Fedorec is a performer and creator, with a strong interest in the relationship 
between dance, place and the mind; working with a-typical people; and facilitating the 
development for young disabled and non- disabled dancers. Since 2011 she has been 

working as associate artist with Candoco. 

Catherine Long is an interdisciplinary artist and performer from London. Currently 
performing IMPASSE a reconfiguration of a solo Stalemate created and performed by 
Doran George. Before which she completed a two-year artist’s residency at the Institute 
of Cognitive Neuroscience exploring how our understanding of ourselves is shaped by 
our perceptions of others. She has worked for over 12 years with Heart’n’Soul the 

leading UK arts organisation run by and for people with additional needs  

http://www.artsadmin.co.uk/artists/catherine-long 
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Deirdre McLaughlin is a trained actor, director and dramaturge from the United States. 
She has completed nationally recognised apprenticeships at theatres throughout 
Pennsylvania, New York and Massachusetts and worked with companies including 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, New York Stage and Film, Powerhouse Theatre, 
Pittsburgh Playhouse, Quantum Theatre, New Voices for the Theatre and SPARC. 

She is also the Artistic Director of Well-in-Hand and co-creator of their premiere work 
Laughter Clinic, a participation-based installation experience that explores the role of 
laughter in our personal health and daily lives. Research interests include: 
interdisciplinary research methods for actor training, neurological theories of aesthetic 
experience, participatory art, new methodologies for creating devised and collaborative 

theatre, and the translation of Stanislavsky across cultural borders. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

From 2004-2013 Pell’s solo projects followed a thread of exploration that attended to 
the photograph - library and archive, internal ‘dusty’ spaces of bodies and buildings, 

fixed/dead artefacts - in relationship to, auto/biography, trauma and memory. 

This new area of work attends to our relationship with environment, heritage, the 
memory of land. Focusing on water as source and conduit - live, fluid, connective, 
present and transformational, as we might imagine knowledge to be –engaging with 
the ‘slipperiness’ of memory, an unfixed, ever changing, regenerative wisdom. 
Interested in how peoples own stories meet with the stories held by the land, to develop 
a new direction in his work which may manifest as a series of performative encounters 
and installations in places where water/natural landscape has particular resonance. 
Connecting people as ‘bodies of water’ in relationship to the bodies of water that run 

throughout our country and border our island. 

This first R&D period tests a new collaborative relationship between four independent 
artists, develops ideas and establish forms, for a project where the artists create with 
diverse communities of artists and audiences in the UK. Imagined as a constellation of 
participatory environments and experiences - where participatory dance acts as an 
agent for transformation and contemplation – musing on loss, longing, time and 

timelessness with communities brought together by bodies of water. 

https://thelongtime.wordpress.com 


